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ARTICLES 
OF 


FAITH AND DOCTRINE. 


_- ARTICLE Io 


F IRST, we avow and teach, with one conſent, 
agreeable to the concluſion of the Conncil of Nice, 
that there is one only divine Being, who 1s named 
and truly is GOD. 

| Yet in this one divine Being there are three perions, 
equal in power and co-eternal, GOD the Father, GOD 
the Son, and GOD the Holy Ghoſt: 

' All three one divine Being; which is eternal, with- 
out parts, without end, of immenſe power, wiſdom, 
and goodneſs; _. | 

One Maker and Preſerver of all things viſible and 
inviſible. E's: Ty. 

And by the word Perſon, is not underſtood a part 
nor a property exiſting in another, but one, who fub- 
fiſts by himſelf, in the ſame ſenſe in which the fathers 
made ule of this word. 


ARTICLE 11, fon 
FURTHER we teach,'that ſince Adam's fall all man- 
kind, naturally ingendered from. him, are conceived 
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* and born in fin; that is, that they from the very womb 

_ are full of evil luſts and inclinations; and have by 
nature no true fear of God, nor true faith in God, 
neither can have. Alſo, that this innate diſeaſe and 
original fin, is truly fin; and condemns under God's 
eternal wrath, all thoſe who are not born again through 
water and the Holy Ghoſt, | 


ARTICLE 111, 


LIKEWISE we teach, that GOD the Son became 
man, born of the pure Virgin Mary: And that the 
two natures, divine and human in one perſon, as being 
inſeparably united, are one Chriſt, who is true God and 
true man, who was truly born, ſuffered, was cruci- 
hed, dead and buried, to the end that he might be a 

ſacrifice not only for original fin, but alſo for all other 
{iin, and appeaſe the wrath of God. | 

Alſo, that the ſame Chriſt deſcended into hell, and 
on the third day truly roſe from the dead ; aſcended 
into Heaven, and there fitteth at the right hand of 
God, that he may reign for ever over all creatures, 
and govern them; that he, through the Holy Ghoſt, 
may ſanctify, purify, ſtrengthen, ard comfort all who 
believe on him; may give them life, and 4mpart to 
them maniſold giſts and good things, and protect and 
defend them againſt the devil and fin. | 
 Alfo, that the ſame Lord Chriſt will at laſt come 
openly, to judge the quick and the dead, according to 
the Apofiler Creed.” 


ARTICLE IV. 


_ WE likewiſe teach, that we cannot attain to the for- 
giveneſs of fins and righteouſneſs before God, Gong 
our own merit, work, or ſatisfaction ; but that we ob- 


tain pardon of fins and are made righteous before oo 


1 
by grace, for Chriſt's ſake, through faith, even by be- 
lieving that Chriſt hath ſuffered for us; and that for 
his ſake fin is forgiven us, and right-ouſneſs and eternal 
hfe beſtowed upon us. For it is this fait, which 
God will account and impute for righteouſneſs before 
_ him, as St. Paul ſaith to the Romans in the third and 
fourth chapter. | 


ARTICLE V. 


FOR the obtaining ſuch faith, God hath inſtituted 
the office of preaching, and hath given the goſpel and 
the ſacraments, whereby, as through means, he gives 
the holy Spirit, which holy Spirit works farth mn thote 
who hear the Goſpel. where and when it pleaſe! hin, 
What is taught by the Goſpel, is, that- we, through. 
the merit of Chriſt, not through our own merit, have 
a propitious God, if fo be that we beheve it. 


ARTICLE VI, 
WE alſo teach, that ſuch ſaith ſhall bring forth good 


fruits and good works; and that a man mult do all 
thoſe good works, which God hath commanded, 
for God's fake; but muſt not truſt in ſuch works, to 
merit grace before God thereby : For we receive for- 
giveneſs of fins and righteouſneſs through faith in 
Chriſt, as Chriſt himſelf ſpe2ks Luke, xvii. her ye 
have dine all, ſay: We are unprofitable ſervants. So alfo 
the fathers teach; for Ambroſe ſays: God hath de- 
termined, that whoſoever belteveth im Chriſt ſhall be 
ſaved: And not through works, but only through faith, 
without merit, have tne {orgivenels of fins. 


ARTICLE VIlL 


WE alſo teach, that there 1s and at all times re- 
mains a holy Chriſtian \ omen which is the aſſembly 
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of all believers; in which the Goſpel is preached 
purely, and the holy ſacraments adminiſtered agree- 
ably to the Goſpel. 

For this is enough towards true unity of the Chriſ- 
tian Churches, that they be unanimous herein, in 
preaching the Goſpel according to its pure ſenſe, 
and adminiſtering the ſacraments conformably to the 
word of God. Nor 1s it neceſſary to true unity of 
the Chriſtian Churches, that everywhere an uniformity 
of ceremonies, which are eſtabliſhed by men, ſhould 
be retained. Paul ſays, Eph. iv. One body, One Spi- 


rit, as ye are called in One hope of your calling : One Lord, 
One faith, One baptiſm. 


ARTICLE VIII, 


LIKEWIZE, although the Chriſtian Church is pro- 
perly nothing but the aſſembly of all believers and 
taints, yet ſince in this life many falſe chriſtians and 
hypocrites, yea open ſinners, remain amongſt the 
godly, the ſacraments are notwithitanding valid, al- 
though the prieſt, by whom they are adminiſtexed, be 
not pious: As Chriſt himſelf hath intimated, Mat- 
thew, xxiii. 2. The Phariſees fit in Meſess ſeat, fc. 


ARTICLE IX, 


CONCERNING Baptiſm we teach, that it is neceſ- 
ſary; and that through it, grace is tendered ; that alſo 
children ought to be baptized ; who through ſuch bap- 
tifm are delivered up unto God, and become pleaſing 
unto him. | $ te; 


; ARTICLE X. | 
CONCERNING the Supper of the LORD, we 
teach thus, that the true body and blood of Chriſt are 

really 


v 4 Fd 6.48 
Fearty prefent bn the Lord's Supper with the viſible 


bread and wine, and are imparted and received. 


ARTICLE XT, 


CONCERNING confeſſion is taught, that private 
abſolution ſhould be kept up in the church and not be 
omitted. Although in confeſſion there is no neceſſity 
to recount all miſdeeds and fins, fince this is alſo not 
poſſible. Pf. xix. Who can underſtand his errors? 


ARTICLE XII. 
CONCERNING repentance it 1s taught, that thoſe, 


who have ſinned after baptiſm, may obtain remiſſion of 
ſins, and abſolution ſhall not be refuſed them by the 
Church at any time, when they do ſo repent. Now 
true and genuine repentance 1s properly ſorrow and 
grief, or to be in terror on account of fin, and yet at 
the ſame time, to believe in the Goſpel and in abſolu- 
tion, that ſin is ſorgiven and grace purchaſed through 
Jeſus Chriſt, which faith doth again comfort and pa- 
cify the heart. 

Afterwards ſhall alſo amendment ſollow, and that 
'a man leave off from ſins; for this ſhould be the fruit 
of repentance, as John ſays, Matt. ni. Bring forth 
fruits meet for repentance. Yo 


ARTICLE XIII. v- 
CONCERNING the uſe of the ſacraments we teach, 


that the ſacraments were inſtituted, not only to be 
marks and teſtimonies, whereby Chriſtians may be 
outwardly known, but that they are' marks and teſ- 
timonies of the divine will towards us, to the awaken- 

_ ing and ſtrengthening our faith thereby. Wherefore 
they alſo require faith; and are then rightly uſed, 

| | when 


"xy: 
when they are received in faith and our faith is ſtrength- 
encd thereby. bs 


ARTICLE XIV, 
CONCERNING Church Government is taught, that 


without a regular call, no one ſhall publicly preach or 
teach in the church, nor adminiſter the ſacraments. 


ARTICLE XV. 


CONCERNING Church regulations made by men, 
we teach, that thoſe ſhould be kept, which can be kept 
without fin 3 and which ſerve unto peace and good 
order in the Church; as certain holidays, feſtivals, 
and the like ; but the people are to be informed at the 
ſame time, that the conſcience mult not be burthened 
therewith, as if ſuch things wefe neceſſary to ſalva- 
tion. For touching this it 1s taught, that all ordi- 
nances and traditions made by men, in order to re- 
concile Gcd and merit grace thereby, are contrary to the 
Goſpel and to the doctrine of faith in Chriſt. Where- 
fore cloyſter-vows (vows of celibacy), and other tra- 
ditions of the difference of meats, days, &c. by which 
men think to merit grace and to make ſatisfaction for 
fin, are not valid, and contrary to the Goſpel. 


ARTICLE XVI, 


CONCERNING the ftate and fecular government 
we teach, that all magiſtracy in the world, and ſettled 
government, and laws, and good order, were created 
and inſtituted by God: And that all Chriſtians may 
without ſin bear the office of rulers, princes, and 
judges, agrecably to Imperial and other ſtatutes in uſe, 
may decide caſes and pronounce judgement, may pu- 


wiſh evil-doers with the ſword, carry on juſt wars and 
3 fight, 


( 9 ] 


fight, may buy and ſell, take an impoſed oath, have 
poſſeſhons, hve in wedlock, &c. | 

For the Goſpel doth not inculcate an outward and 
temporal, but an inward and everlaſting ſtate and. 
righteouſneſs of the heart, and doth not overturn ſe- 
cular rule and government, nor marriage : But re- 
quires, that we obſerve all theſe as the real ordinances 
of God; and in ſuch ſtates, that every one according to 
his vocation, ſhow forth Chriſtian charity and genu- 
ine good works. 

Therefore it is the duty of Chriſtians to be ſubject 
to the magiſtracy, and obedient to its commands in 
every thing that can be done without fin. 
For if indeed the command of the niagiſtrates can- 
not be done without fin, one muſt obey God rather 
than men. Acts, v.. 


ARTICLE XVII, 


WE alfo teach, that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt will at the 


laſt day come to judgement, and will raiſe all the dead, 
To the ele& and believers, he" will give eternal life 


and everlaſting joy. But wicked men and devils, he 


will condemn to hell and everlaſting puniſhment. 


ARTICLE XVIII, : 
CONCERNING free will it is taught, that man hath 


in ſome meaſure, a free will, to live honeſt outwardly, 
and to chuſe between thoſe things, which reaſon com- 
prehends. But without grace, A and operation of 


_ the holy Spirit, a man is not able to be pleaſing to God, 
from the heart to fear God, to love or to believe in 
him, or to caſt away out of the heart the innate 
evil luſt. But ſuch things are effefted through the 
holy Spirit, which is given through God's word. For 
Paul ſays, 1 Cor. ii. The natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God. | 


Os BP 


And that it may be known that herein we teach 
nothing new, theſe are the clear words of St. Auftin 
concerning free-will, as are here written out of Hy- 
foene/tics, Book itt. © We acknowledge, that there 
is in all men a free-willz for they all have a natural 
implanted gm emma, and reaſon: Not that they 
are able to tranfatt any thing with God, as from the 
| heart to love God, and to fear him; but only in the exter- 
nal works of this life they have liberty to chuſe gootl or 
bad; the good I mean which nature is able to do; as 
to work in the field, or not; to eat, to drink, to go to a 
friend, or not; to put on or put off a garment, to build, 
to take a wife, to follow a trade; and to do ſuch like 
things, which are profitable and good: All which, 
however, is not, neither ſub{ilts without God ; but all 
is from him and through him. On the other hand 
alſo, man by his own choice can undertake ſomething 
bad, as to kneel before an idol, to commit murder,” &c. 


ARTICLE XIX. 


CONCERNING the cauſe of fins, it is taught among 
us, that although GOD Almighty created and upholds. 
all nature, yet the perverſe will doth work fin in all who 
are wicked and defpiſers of God: Such as the will of 
the devil and oz all the ungodly is, who, as, ſoon as. 
God withdrew his hand, turned himſelf from God 
unto evil, as Chriſt ſpeaks, John, viii. The Devil, awhen 
be ſpeaketh a lie, ſpeaketh of his own. ; 


ARTICLE XX, 
Of Faith and Good Werks. 


FORASMUCH as the doctrine of faith, which is 
the chief point in Chriſtianity, had for a /ong time, as it 
wnuft be acknowledged, not been inſifted upon, but merely 
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the dotrine of works, our people have given the follows 
ing explanation concerning it: | 

Firſt, that our works are not able to reconcile us 
to God, and purchaſe grace, but that this is only ef- 
ſeQted through faith, when wvne believes that our ſins 
are forgiven us for Chriſt's ſake; who alone is the 
Mediator to reconcile us to the Father. Now whoever 
ſuppoſes, that he can by works accompliſh this and 
merit grace, he deſpiſes Chrift, and ſeeks a way of 
his own to God, contrary to the Goſpel. 

'This doEtrine of faith is openly and clearly treated 
of by Paul in divers places, particularly in Eph. 11. By 
; 4% are ye ſaved through faith, and that not of yourjelves : 

t is the gift of God; nat of works, left any man ſhould 
boaſt, &c. 
And that herein no new ſenſe is introduced, may 
be demonſtrated out of St. Au/tin, who treats of this 
point with accuracy, and alſo thus teacheth : 'That we 
through faith in Chriſt obtain grace, and are juſtified 
before God, and not through works, as his book de 
ſpiritu & litera ſhows throughout. 

Now although this doctrine is much deſpiſed by in» 
experienced people, yet it is found, that to tender 
and alarmed conſciences it is very comfortable and 
wholeſome : For the conſcience cannot come to reſt 
and peace through works, but only through faith, by 
which it is enabled firmly to conclude within itſelf, 
that for Chriſt's ſake it hath a gracious God, as Paul 
fays, Rom. v. Being juftified by faith, we have peace with 
| God. Sap 

Inftrution is alſo given, that we do not here ſpeak 
of ſuch faith, which the devils and wicked men have, 
who believe the hiſtory, that Chriſt hath tuffered and 
is riſen from the dead. But we {peak of true faith, 
which believes, that we through Chriit do obtain 
grace and the forgiveneſs of fins. And whoever 

iy knows, 
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knows, that through Chriſt he hath a gracious God, 
doth conſequently know God, call upon him, and is 
not without God like the Heathen. For the devil and 
the wicked do not believe this article, (the forgiveneſs 
of ſin,) and therefore they are at enmity with God, 
cannot call upon him, hope for no good from him. 
Wherefore, as we have now ſhown, the Scripture 
ſpeaketh of faith, and calls not by that name ſuch a 
knowledge as devils and wicked men have. For con- 
cerning Faith, it is thus taught, Heb. xi. that faith is 
not only to know the hiſtories, but to have a confi- 
dence towards God of receiving his promiſe. And 
vt. Auflin puts us in mind, that we are to underſtand 
that word (faith ) in the Scripture, to mean ſo much 
as confidence towards God, and that he is gracious 
unto us, and not merely ſuch knowledge of hiſtories 
as the devils alſo have. 

Further it is taught, that good works ſhall and muſt 
be done; not that any one ſhould truſt in them to 
merit grace thereby, but for God's fake, and to the 
Praiſe of God; yet faith doth always alone lay hold 
of grace and forgiveneſs of ſin. And ſince through 
-faith the holy Spirit is given, thus alſo che heart is 
made fit to do good works. For before that, as long 
as it is- without the holy Spirit, it is too weak ; and 
beſides, it is in the power of the devil, who impels 
the poor human nature to many ſins; as we ſee in the 

hiloſophers, who undertook to live honeſtly and un- 

hameably, yet have not accompliſhed it, but have 
fallen into many great and open fins. Thus it goes 
with that man who is without the true faith, and 
without the holy Spirit, and governs himſelf by his 
own human powers alone. 

Wherefore the doctrine of faith is not to be re- 

oached, as if it forbad good works; but rather to 

commended, for that it teaches to do good works, 
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and offers help, whereby one may attain to good works. 
For without faith and without Chriſt human nature 
and ability is far too weak to do good works, as 
to call upon God, to ſhow patience in ſufferings, to 
love one's neighbor, diligently to diſcharge offices en- 
truſted to us, to be obedient, to avoid evil luſts. Such 
noble and wm good works cannot be done without 
the help of Chriſt, as he himſelf ſpeaks, John, xv. 


without me ye can do nothing. 


ARTICLE XXII, 


CONCERNING the worſhip of Saints, our people _ 
teach thus : 'That we ought to remember thefaints, in or- 
der to ſtrengthen our faith, when we ſee how grace was 
ſhown unto them, and how they were helped through 
faith; that ſo we may take example from their good 
works, each according to his calling ; for inſtance, as 
his Imperial Majeſty may blefſedly and piouſly follow 
the example of David, and _ on war againſt the 
Turks; for both are in a royal office, which requires, 
that they prote&t and ſuccor their ſubjects. But it 
cannot be proved by Scripture, that a man ſhall call 
upon the Saints or ſeek help from them; for there is 
but one only Reconciler and Mediator appointed be- 
tween God and men, Feſus Chriſt, 1 Tim. ii. who is 
the only Savior, the only High Prieſt, Mercy Seat, 
and Interceflor with God, Rom. viii. And he alone 
hath promiſed, that he will hear our prayers. 'This 
is alſo the higheſt divine worſhip, according to the 
Scripture, that a man from the heart ſeek to and call 
- upon this ſame Jeſus. Chriſt, in all need and concerns. 
: John, ii. 1f any man fin, we have an advocate with the 


Father, Feſus Chriſt the righteous, 


This is nearly the ſum of the doQtrine which hath 
been preached and taught in our churches ſor right 
| -F Chriſtian  _ 
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Chriſtian inſtruction and comfort of the conſciences, 
ar alſo for the reformation and furtherance of the 
fairhfulz for we would not willingly bring our own 
ſoul and conſcience into the higheſt and greateſt dan- 
ger by an abuſe of the divine name and word, or 
tranſmit down to our children and poſterity any other 


doQtrine, than what is agreeable to the pure word of 
_ God and Chriſtian truth. ; 


